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Micronesian Islands:
Adapting to Change

Fred R. Schumann

Objectives

The purpose of this chapter is to:

¢ Provide an overview of the current state of the tourism industry
in the Micronesian region;

¢ Focus on tourism in Guam, CNMI (Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands), FSM (Federated States of Micronesia),
and Palau where a reasonably developed tourism infrastructure is
already in place to welcome visitors from around the region;

¢ Identify the challenges facing Micronesia as they relate to
demographic changes in Japan - one of its major source
markets for tourism;

¢ Examine coming changes in the demographic composition of
island communities and associated challenges in preparing for
the tourism industry workforce;

¢ Offer recommendations for Micronesian island communities to
prepare for the approaching trends.
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148 Tourism and Demography

Introduction

Micronesia is a name, meaning ‘a region of small islands’, for the Pacific
islands extending from the Gilbert Islands, on the Equator, northwest-
ward to the Marianas. The Micronesian islands are scattered over an area
of roughly 7.8 million square kilometers and have a land area of about
2,600 square kilometers. Politically, Micronesia is divided into eight
nation states and territories including Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia (sometimes referred to simply as Micro-
nesia, or abbreviated as FSM), Nauru, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau,
and Wake Island.

The early history of Micronesia involved European domination, with
Guam, the Northern Marianas, and the Caroline Islands (what would
later become the FSM and Palau) having been colonized early by the
Spanish. Today, most of Micronesia — with the exceptions of Guam and
Wake Island, which are US territories, and the Northern Mariana Islands,
which form a US Commonwealth — consists of independent states. The
political union between the Northern Mariana Islands and the United
States recognizes US sovereignty but limits, in some respects, applicability
of federal law. The Commonwealth accordingly enjoys a greater degree of
autonomy than most US territories.

For many smallisland territories or nations, especially for those making up
the Micronesian islands, they share a number of major challenging issues
in the area of tourism. These include vast distances from source markets,
foreign investment and the resulting leakage of revenue, over-dependence
on tourism (mono-structured economy), dependence on imports, and an
overburdened infrastructure, just to name a few (Gossling, 2003; Harrison,
2004; McElroy, 2006). Most island destinations rely on stakeholders from
not only a single sector, but from both private and public sectors to tackle
these issues (Buhalis, 2000).

The tourism and leisure industries are undeveloped in the majority of
these islands. The focus of this chapter is on demography and the need
for tourism stakeholders to adapt to change. This chapter highlights the
destinations of Guam, CNMI, FSM, and Palau where a reasonably devel-
oped tourism infrastructure is already in place to welcome visitors from
around the region.


http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

Chapter extract

To buy the full file, and for copyright

information, click here

http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerlD=&content=story&st

orylD=238

(G)

GOODFELLOW
PUBLISHERS

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recorded or otherwise,
without the written permission of Goodfellow Publishers Ltd

All requests should by sent in the first instance to
rights@goodfellowpublishers.com

www.goodfellowpublishers.com


http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238
http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238
http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238
http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com/academic-publishing.php?promoCode=&partnerID=&content=story&storyID=238

